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At the beginning of this year we didn't know yet that 2015 would be a year of transitions for us. We are starting
new roles in January and have therefore moved to Kampala in Uganda. We want to share with you some of the
things we have done and that have happened during this year. Overall it has been a good year for us as a family.
For South Sudan many challenges still remain. We were happy that the peace agreement was finally signed but
the implementation of that agreement turns out to be not easy. We pray that the situation in South Sudan will
improve soon. There has been too much suffering already.

On the 5th of December we had a joyful graduation ceremony at the College in Kajo-Keji
with speeches, dancing and good food.

New roles for Mirjam & Jacob
Starting January 2016, we will both have new roles. Jacob was asked
by our Church mission organisation (GZB) to take on the role of
Regional Coordinator for Eastern Africa. This means he will connect
with partner churches and organisations and also with the mission
workers of GZB. The new element in this role is that the Regional
Coordinator is not longer based in the Netherlands, but in the region
where he/she works. So we will be based in Kampala, Uganda. Jacob
will also stay connected with the theological school in Kajo-Keji, South
Sudan as a visiting lecturer.
Mirjam will go back to her first calling and become a Grade 3 teacher
at Acacia International School in Kampala. We are both looking
forward to these new challenges. Different roles but equally
important: investing in the Church in Africa and investing in the lives of
young children. Our son David will continue his education at St.
Andrew's School in Kenya.

What about the Haasnoot
boys (& girls)?
David (16) had a good year at St. Andrew's in Kenya.
He is now preparing for his IGCSE exams in Year 11
and he got a scholarship for the remaining years at
St. Andrew's!
Desta (18) finished St. Andrew's school in Kenya this
past year and moved to the Netherlands for further
studies. The transition wasn't so easy (too much
rain, too cold & everything flat!) but now he is doing
well. He lives in Delft where he started Applied
Mathematics. Unfortunately, it turns out that this
was not the right choice. Desta will now do a 'bridge
study programme' at a Christian College and start
again at University in September.
Jesse is in his final – busy – year at the teacher
training college in Ede and plans to graduate in July.
Joel & Tirza now live in Ede as well. Joel still works
at the Dutch Railway company and Tirza is studying
General Linguistics in Utrecht.

Bible Study Seminars
One of the priorities in the Diocese of Kajo-Keji
in 2015 was to equip Christians to do Bible
study. Jacob wrote 52 Bible studies and this
booklet was translated into Bari language.
Together with a number of South Sudanese
colleagues we then visited all eight archdeaconries in our Diocese to do a 1-day seminar for
Bible study group leaders.
We spent many hours in the car to reach all
these places and the participants also travelled
many hours on foot, by bike or motorcycle. We
trained 285 people representing 48 parishes.
The participants were really excited to have
Bible study material in their own language and
we pray that many groups will continue to study
the Bible and grow in faith and service.
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And also…
We could tell so many more stories of our lives
in Africa and the Netherlands but instead we
will show you some pictures of our past year.
We appreciate reading your stories (even the
hard ones) either through a newsletter or via
social media. When we put all those pieces
together, we do believe (and sometimes clearly
see) that God is building his Kingdom among us.

We wish you a joyful Christmas and God's
blessings for 2016!

In the beginning of April we visited Ethiopia. This was our first time back after we left in
2005. Unfortunately Joel could not join us for this holiday. Addis Abeba had changed
enormously. We visited Bingham Academy, the house where we used to live at the
Mekany Yesus Seminary compound and we met up with many of our former
colleagues of SIL. We also flew to Lalibela and Aksum to see the historic sites. It was a
special time.
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"Truth has arisen from the
earth (Psalm 85): because
the Word was made flesh.
And justice looked down
from heaven: because
every good gift and every
perfect gift is from above.
For how could there be
peace on earth unless Truth
has arisen from the earth,
that is, unless Christ were
born of our flesh? And he is
our peace who made the
two into one: that we might
be men of good will, sweetly
linked by the bond of unity.
Let us then rejoice in this
grace… For what greater
grace could God have
made to dawn on us than
to make his only Son
become the son of man, so
that a son of man might in
his turn become son of
God?".
From the African Church
Father St. Augustine
(Sermon 185)

Early November Jacob facilitated a basic training for 45
pastors and church leaders in Ibba, in the West of South
Sudan, not far from the border with DR Congo. He went
there together with his colleague Rev. James Lule. It was
a privilege to teach people who have had very little
opportunity to study.
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